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Rude pottery figures crudely coloured are to be
seen on many of the roofs. They are put there to
divert the evil eye from the house itself. The
inverted earthenware pots, white-washed and
spotted over with black, serve the same purpose in
the fields while the crop is growing and ripening.
Every household is ruled by the head of the
family. He owns most of the household effects
and the clothes and jewels. He is bound by the
same unwritten law of custom to extend his
hospitality to any member of the family who
through ill-health or misfortune may need help.
By the practice of this admirable rule, each family
supports its own poor. Begging in the streets is a
profession which any one may join if he chooses,
but it is not a resort for the destitute.
The mother or wife of the head of the house
rules in the kitchen. By virtue of her position it
is she who performs the daily religious ceremony
connected with the lighting of the lamp at
sundown. After it is lit she prostrates herself
before it and rubs some sacred ashes on her fore-
head as she repeats a few words of praise to the
deity. The rest of the women on seeing the lamp
follow her example.
The members of an Indian household are busy